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The Four Strands of the 

Common Core State Standards 
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English Language Arts, 6-12 

Reading 

Writing 

Speaking and Listening 
Language 

Jim Long 
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Balancing Literature and 

Informational Text in the 


TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent
 
of Public Instruction
 Reading Strand 

• Reading Standards for Literature 

• Reading Standards for 
Informational Text 

Jim Long 
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Literacy in History/Social 

Studies, Science, and 


Technical Subjects
 

Students learn to read, write, 
speak, listen, and use language 
effectively in a variety of content 
areas. 
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Text Complexity 

RL10. By the end of the year, read and 
comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poems, in the grades 6–8 text 
complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding 
as needed at the high end of the range. 
RI10. By the end of the year, read and 
comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades
6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with 
scaffolding as needed at the high end of the 
range. 

Learn more about text complexity in 
Appendixes A and B at http://www.corestandards.org 
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Writing
 
Production and Distribution
 

Similarities: 
• Multi-paragraph compositions 
• Directed to a purpose and audience 
• Use revision to strengthen 
Differences: 
• Work collaboratively, with peers and 

adults, during revisions 
• Use technology, including Internet, to 

produce and publish pieces, to 
collaborate with others, and to develop 
keyboard skills 
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Speaking and Listening 

Similarities: 
• Focus on analysis and comprehension 

of information 

• Interpret information presented and 
identify claims or techniques 

• Ask and respond to specific questions 
for clarification or elaboration 

• Presentations organized to support 
listener’s comprehension 
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Language 

CCSS emphasize: 

Conventions of Standard English 
• Specificity of standards for language 

conventions 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
• Focus on understanding words and 

phrases, acquiring new vocabulary, and 
developing academic and domain-
specific words 
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Language
 
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
 

Differences: 
• More depth to vocabulary instruction 
• Use a variety of strategies to determine 

and clarify meaning of unknown words 

L4.a. Use context (e.g., the overall 
meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a 
word’s position or function in a 
sentence,) as a clue to the meaning of 
a word or phrase. 

Language 
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

L6. Acquire and use accurately grade-
appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases; 
gather vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important 
to comprehension or expression. 

TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction 

Literacy in History/Social 

Studies, Science, and 


Technical Subjects
 

• Reading Standards for Literacy in 
History/Social Studies 

• Reading Standards for Literacy in 
Science and Technical Subjects 

• Writing Standards for Literacy in 
History/Social Studies, Science, and 
Technical Subjects 

Jim Long 
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Literacy Development 
2007 Reading/Language Arts Framework 

•	 When seventh and eighth grade are
departmentalized, responsibility for improving the 
reading comprehension of instructional materials 
should be shared with teachers of all subjects,
particularly teachers of history-social science 
and science. (pp. 175, 192) 

•	 Under 11th & 12th grade word analysis, the 
standards emphasize using those strategies to 
attack terms from political science, history-social
science, science, and mathematics. However, 
the issues of teacher responsibility arise in a 
departmentalized school…shared responsibility
is obviously an ideal solution. (p. 232) 
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Reading Standards for 
Literacy 

“Technical Subjects - A course devoted 
to a practical study, such as 
engineering, technology, design, 
business, or other workforce-related 
subject; a technical aspect of a wider 
field of study, such as art of music.” 
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Reading Standards for 

Literacy
 

RH4. Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, including 
vocabulary specific to domains related to 
history/social studies. 

RST4. Determine meaning of symbols, key 
terms, and other domain-specific words and 
phrases as they are used in a specific 
scientific or technical context relevant to 
grades 6–8 texts and topics. 

TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction 

Jim Long 

Writing Standards for Literacy in 
History/Social Studies, Science, 

and Technical Subjects 

WHST1. Write arguments focused on 

discipline-specific content.
 

WHST10.Write routinely over extended 
time frames (time for reflection and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a 
single sitting or a day or two) for a 
range of discipline-specific tasks, 
purposes, and audiences. 

TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction 

Extra Support for
 
Struggling Readers
 

• Students who are not achieving
success in reading skills may benefit 
from extra support. 

• Ideas for providing support are listed on 
page 6.7 and 6.8. 

• Refer to the 2007 Reading/Language 
Arts Framework for California Public 
Schools for more information. 

Jim Long 
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Support for English Learners 

•	 Language standards support focus of English 
language development 

•	 Focus on language conventions in both writing 
and speaking 

•	 Continued use of the California 

English-language development standards 

as a pathway to CCSS 

•	 Use chart on page 6.9 for planning effective 
ELD instruction 
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Support for English Learners 

New resource for effective instruction: 

• The California Department of 
Education’s publication, Improving 
Education for English Learners: 
Research-Based Approaches 

For more information go to: 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/pn/rc/ 
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What Sixth Grade Students Should Know 

Students who have met the fifth grade Common 
Core State Standards can: 
 Add, subtract, multiply and divide multi-digit
 

positive whole numbers
 
 Add and subtract fractions (with unlike
 

denominators) and multiply and divide simple
 
fractions
 
 Add, subtract, multiply, and divide decimals 
 Write and interpret simple numerical expressions 
 Graph ordered pairs in the first quadrant of 


coordinate plane
 
 Distinguish among shapes and their attributes and 

use formulas to calculate area of various shapes 
 Solve problems involving measurement and 

understand the concept of volume 4343 
Ken McDonald 
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Mathematical Proficiency 
as defined by the California Framework (2006) 

TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent 
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Common Core Standards 
for Mathematics 

TOM TORLAKSON 
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of Public Instruction
 

Two Types of Standards 

• Mathematical Practice (recurring 
throughout the grades) 

• Mathematical Content (different 
at each grade level) 

Ken McDonald 

Standards for 
Mathematical Practice 

TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent
 
of Public Instruction
 1.	 Make sense of problems and persevere in 

solving them 
2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively 
3.	 Construct viable arguments and critique 

the reasoning of others 
4. Model with mathematics 
5. Use appropriate tools strategically 
6. Attend to precision 
7. Look for and make use of structure 
8. Look for and express regularity in

repeated reasoning 

Ken McDonald 

Standards for 

Mathematical Content
 

TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent
 
of Public Instruction
 

Organized by: 

• Grade level, in grades K-8, and 

• Domains (that vary slightly at 
each grade) 

Ken McDonald 
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CCSS Domains K-5 

Domain K 1 2 3 4 5 

Counting and Cardinality (CC) X 

Operations and Algebraic 
Thinking (OA) X X X X X X 

Number and Operations in 
Base Ten (NBT) X X X X X X 

Measurement and Data (MD) X X X X X X 

Geometry (G) X X X X X X 

Number and Operations – 
Fractions (NF) X X X 
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CCSS Domains 6-8 

Constructing Viable Arguments 

Seeing Structure in Expressions 

Algebra 

Number and Quantity 

Domain 
6 7 8 

Ratios and Proportional Relationships (RP) X X  

The Number System (NS) X X  X  

Expressions and Equations (EE) X X  X  
Geometry (G) X X  X  

Statistics and Probability (SP) X X  X  

Functions (F) X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

8 

Algebra 

TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction 

Mathematics Grade 8 

“The California State Board of Education 
acknowledges that the goal for 8th grade students 
is Algebra I. However, they also recognize that 
not all 8th grade students have the necessary 
prerequisite skills for Algebra I. Consequently, the 
State Board of Education adopted two sets of 
standards for 8th grade. The first set describes 
standards for Algebra I.” 

Source: K-12 California’s Common Core Content Standards 
51

for Mathematics, p. 33 Ken McDonald 
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Mathematics Grade 8 
(cont.) 

“The second set of standards is from the 8th 

grade Common Core document published June 
2, 2010. These standards are for 8th grade 
students who do not have the necessary 
prerequisite skills for Algebra I. The goal of the 
8th grade Common Core is to finalize the 
mathematics preparation for students in high
school. There is some duplication of standards
between grades and courses that will be 
resolved in the frameworks/instructional
materials development process.” 

Source: K-12 California’s Common Core Content Standards 
for Mathematics, p. 33 
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Domain
 

Standard
 

Cluster
 

Standards for
 
Mathematical Content
 

How the grade level standards are organized 
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Grade Level Document
 
Standards Table
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Domain 

Standard 

Cluster 

Ken McDonald 

Highlights: 

Grade Six Common Core
 
Ratios and Proportional Relationships 

TOM TORLAKSON  Solve ratio and rate problems 
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction The Number System 

 Divide fractions by fractions 
 Introduce negative numbers 
 Add and subtract with rational numbers 
 Graph points in all four quadrants of the coordinate plane 

Expressions and Equations 
 Read, write and evaluate expressions with variables 
 Write and solve simple equations 
 Work with dependent and independent variables 

Geometry 
 Determine area and volume of complex shapes 

Statistics and Probability 
 Understand statistical variability and summarize data sets 

5656 
Ken McDonald 

Highlights: 

Grade Six Common Core
 
Ratios and Proportional Relationships 

TOM TORLAKSON  Solve ratio and rate problems 
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction The Number System 

 Divide fractions by fractions 
 Introduce negative numbers 
 Add and subtract with rational numbers 
 Graph points in all four quadrants of the coordinate plane 

Expressions and Equations 
 Read, write and evaluate expressions with variables 
 Write and solve simple equations 
 Work with dependent and independent variables 

Geometry 
 Determine area and volume of complex shapes 

Statistics and Probability 
 Understand statistical variability and summarize data sets 

Ken McDonald 
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Grade Six
 
California Additions 


Purpose 

To maintain the rigor in the 1997 CA standards, 
including readiness for algebra at grade eight. 

Examples of California Additions 

 Apply and extend previous understandings of 
addition and subtraction to add and subtract 
rational numbers… (6.NS.7.1  a-d) 

 Draw geometric shapes with given conditions… 
(6.G.5) 

 Know the formulas for area and circumference of 
a circle… (6.G. 6) 

62 

Connections: Mathematical 

Content and Mathematical Practice
 

TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction 

Examples of Connections: 

• Understand the concept of a ratio and use 
ratio language to describe a ratio relationship 
between two quantities… (6.RP.1) 

• Write, interpret, and explain statements of 

order for rational numbers in real-world
 
contexts... (6.NS.7b)
 

• Understand the absolute value of a rational 

number as its distance from 0 on the number
 
line... (6.NS.7c)
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Transition to Common Core:
 
Grade Shifts
 

Content 
1997 CA 

Standards CCSS 

Graph points in all four quadrants 
of the coordinate plan 

Grade 

5 

Grade 

6 

Add and subtract negative 
integers 

Grade 

5 

Grade 

6 

Divide fractions by fractions 
Grade 

5 

Grade 

6 

Percent problems 
Grade 

5 

Grade 

6 

Absolute value of a negative 
number 

Grade 

7 

Grade 

6 

Multiply and divide negative 
integers 

Grade 

6 64 

Grade 

7 

Highlights: 

Grade Six Common Core
 
Ratios and Proportional Relationships 

TOM TORLAKSON  Solve ratio and rate problems 
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction The Number System 

 Divide fractions by fractions 
 Introduce negative numbers 
 Add and subtract with rational numbers 
 Graph points in all four quadrants of the coordinate plane 

Expressions and Equations 
 Read, write and evaluate expressions with variables 
 Write and solve simple equations 
 Work with dependent and independent variables 

Geometry 
 Determine area and volume of complex shapes 

Statistics and Probability 
 Understand statistical variability and summarize data sets 

6565 
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Transition to Common Core:
 
Grade Shifts
 

1997 CA Content CCSSStandards 

Grade Grade
Solving inequalities 

7 6 

Use of theoretical and experimental Grade Grade 
probability 6 7 

Use the four operations with Grade Grade 
negative integers 6 7 

Volume of cylinders 
Grade 

6 

Grade 

8 

Concepts of mean and median to Grade Grade 
summarize data sets 5 6 

Radius and diameter of a circle 
Grade 

4 
70 

Grade 

6 

Support for English Learners 

Students need to develop knowledge of the features 
of language used to teach mathematics: 

 Semantics, Syntax, Mathematical Discourse 

Some special challenges: 

 English words such as first, second, last, 
sum, difference and value 

 Multiple-meaning words 

 Place values 

 Narrative descriptions of a word problem 
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Questions? 

TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction 

Veronica Aguila, Ed.D. 
Administrator, Instructional Resources Unit 

vaguila@cde.ca.gov 
916-323-4867 

José Ortega 
Administrator, Curriculum Frameworks Unit 

jortega@cde.ca.gov 
916-319-0736 

Cynthia Gunderson 
Education Programs Consultant 

cgunderson@cde.ca.gov 
916-319-0451 
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